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On 9 November 2016, ITV will broadcast a landmark documentary capturing the 
experiences of young unmarried mothers who faced pressure to give their children up for 
adoption in the 50s, 60s and 70s, called Britain’s Adoption Scandal: Breaking the 
Silence.  Religious bodies played an important role in the adoption system during this 
time and the Catholic Church has now formally apologised for their role in the events 
depicted in the film.   
 
Carolynn Gallwey, a partner at Bhatt Murphy Solicitors and Karon Monaghan QC of 
Matrix Chambers have been advising a group of women who feel they were coerced into 
placing their children for adoption.   A letter on their behalf will be delivered to the Home 
Secretary Amber Rudd MP on 10 November 2016, calling on her to convene a public 
inquiry into the historical adoption practices which the film uncovers.   
  
The women we represent seek an inquiry that will finally uncover and fully explore the 
extent to which those who arranged adoptions in the three decades after the war may 
have engaged in coercive and possibly even unlawful practices.  They hope that such an 
inquiry could recommend practical means of addressing the ongoing impact of such 
practices, such as by making records available or offering professional counselling and 
support.  But most importantly, they feel that an inquiry would acknowledge, for the 
benefit of birth mothers, their adopted adult children and their respective families, the 
fundamental fact that a large number of these children were given away neither willingly 
nor freely. 
  
Carolynn Gallwey said: “The apology from the Catholic Church is a welcome 
acknowledgement that a great wrong was done to these young women and their 
children, at a time when they were at their most vulnerable.  We very much hope that the 
Home Secretary will now accept that this dark period of our recent history – and all those 
involved in arranging these adoptions – should be subject to a full and proper public 
inquiry”.   
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