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FOR IMMEDIATE CIRCULATION 
 

APOLOGY AND COMPENSATION FOR STUDENT VICTIM OF POLICE ASSAULT  
 

 

 
Will Horner was violently assaulted by PC Andrew Ott, then a Metropolitan Police 
Officer, as he was attempting to leave a student demonstration in December 2010.  PC 
Ott was convicted of ABH in May 2015 and was sentenced to 8 months in prison.  
Following his release he was dismissed from the force.   
 
PC Ott had also accidentally recorded himself on his police radio, discussing the 
circumstances of the assault with colleagues, including PC Lindsey and PC Barnes.  On 
those recordings another police officer is heard to say that Mr Horner had done nothing 
but run from the demonstration, to which PC Ott responds “Well, he’s going to have to 
have done, because I just put his tooth out. I’ve had enough of these c**ts, I just f***ing 
hit him.” Another officer, who was not previously known to PC Ott, is then recorded 
saying that he had “forgotten” to say that he had heard Mr Horner threaten to “smash up 
that building”. PC Ott’s response was “Perfect”.  Mr Horner then was arrested for 
‘attempting to cause criminal damage’, although he was never charged.  As a result of 
these recordings, PC Ott, PC Lindsey and PC Barnes were charged with conspiring to 
pervert the course of justice, although all three were acquitted.  PC Lindsey and PC 
Barnes will however face gross misconduct charges at a hearing between 5 and 8 
September 2016. 
 
The Metropolitan Police have now apologised to Mr Horner, and he has received a 
substantial sum in damages.  He had this to say:  “I am of course pleased with the 
apology and damages but if it wasn’t for the accidental recording by PC Ott I could 
instead be living with a criminal record now.” 
 
Carolynn Gallwey of Bhatt Murphy Solicitors represents Mr Horner. She said this:  “PC 
Ott’s inadvertent recordings disclose a culture of worrying impunity.  We look now to the 
outcome of the gross misconduct hearings in September as a measure of how the MPS 
views this type of conduct”. 
 
 
For further information, please contact: 
Carolynn Gallwey at Bhatt Murphy, on c.gallwey@bhattmurphy.co.uk 
 


