Olaseni (‘Seni’) Lewis, deceased
9 May 2017

Statement by Seni’s parents, Aji and Conrad Lewis:

“When Seni became ill, we turned to the state in our desperation: we took him to
hospital which we thought was the best place for him. We shall always bear the
cross of knowing that, instead of the help and care he needed, Seni met with his
death.

“Now, after almost seven years of struggle to get here, the last three months have
allowed us to hear for ourselves about what happened to Seni. We have heard
about the failures at multiple levels amongst the management and staff at Bethlem
Royal Hospital: instead of looking after him, they called the police to deal with him.
And we have heard about the brute force with which the police held Seni in a
prolonged restraint which they knew to be dangerous: a restraint that was maintained

until Seni was dead for all intents and purposes.

“In light of the evidence we have heard, we consider that the prolonged restraint that
resulted in Seni’'s death was not and cannot be justified, and we now look to the
Crown Prosecution Service to reconsider the case, so that the officers involved in the
restraint may be brought to answer for their actions before a criminal court. This is
necessary, not just in the interests of justice for Seni, but also in the public interest,

so that the police are seen to be accountable to the rule of law.

“The officers involved in the restraint have not been able or willing to offer any word
of condolence or regret in their evidence, in the same way that none has been
forthcoming from any of their managers or superiors in the Metropolitan Police over
these years. That lack of simple human decency is telling, and the new Metropolitan
Police Commissioner, Cressida Dick, has an opportunity to put it right. We call on
her to meet with us, so that we may help her to take responsibility for Seni’'s death, to
understand the lessons that need to be learnt, so that other families need not go

through what we have had to endure.

“As a family, we couldn’t have got through the last seven years without our Christian
faith, the support of our family, friends and legal team, and the unending strength we
have gained from the team and other families at INQUEST and the United Families

and Friends Campaign”.
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