FAMILY OF HUBERT “ISAAC” BROWN DEMAND ANSWERS AFTER CHRISTINA
HOWELL IS SENTENCED FOR HIS RACIST HOMICIDE

On Friday 25 April 2025, Christina Howell was sentenced in Bristol Crown Court to a
hospital order under the Mental Health Act having pleaded guilty to manslaughter by
diminished responsibility after killing Hubert “Isaac” Brown on 29 September 2023 in St
Paul’s, Bristol. She was also handed an indefinite prohibitive order from entering the city
of Bristol.

Isaac, as he was known to his loved ones, was a kind, warm and generous man who was
dearly loved by his family, friends and his community. He died from a single stab wound
delivered by Howell, a woman with a complex mental health history and a history of
violence. Sentencing Howell to a hospital order under the Mental Health Act 1983, HHJ
Peter Blair KC made clear that the crime was a racist attack, and that Isaac was an entirely
blameless victim. The Court heard that at the time that she killed Isaac, Howell was
suffering from an acute psychotic episode and presented a significant risk to others.

The Court heard that concerns had been raised by Howell’'s family about her deteriorating
mental health in the days before the killing and that a meeting between Howell and her
mental health nurse had been arranged for 2.30pm on 29 September 2023. The family
heard for the first time during the sentencing hearing that Howell had called the police 8
times on the night before Isaac’s death expressing an intention to kill. A meeting between
Howell and her nurse took place as planned at 2.30pm but was terminated by the nurse
as Howell was in possession of a knife and had spoken of her intention to stab a ‘Jamaican
drug dealer. The Court heard that Howell left the meeting at around 2.50pm with a packed
bag, making a stabbing motion before she left. She walked from Easton to St Paul’s,
determined to kill. The nurse did not call the police until 3.16pm. At 3.20pm Howell
approached lIsaac, an entirely innocent victim, and stabbed him. In the moments before
his death she was heard using racist language including calling him a “Black bastard”.

The family welcome the recognition in the judge’s sentencing remarks that the kiling was
an ‘appalling act of manslaughter” and that Howell's attack was motivated by racism. They
continue to have urgent unanswered questions in relation to apparent failures by state
agencies prior to the Killing, including the acts of the police in response to Howell’s calls
to the police the night before, and the delay by the nurse before he called the police to
report that Howell had walked off with a knife having expressed an intention to stab a
Black man. The family wish to explore the extent to which institutional racism was a factor
in these apparent failures. An NHS independent homicide investigation is underway and
the family also hope that the Coroner will resume the inquest into Isaac’s death so that
their questions can be properly addressed.

Note to editors

The victim impact statement prepared by the family for the sentencing hearing can be
found here.

A statement by SARI (Stand Against Racism & Inequality), an organisation who have
supported the family can be seen here. Temba Mahari, SARI Head of Services and lead
contact for this case can be contacted on 011 7942 0060.

The story was covered by ITV and Channel 4 and shows the family speaking outside Court
and an interview with Isaac’s cousin following the sentencing hearing. Both stories show
disturbing footage of the incident itself.

The family of Isaac Brown is represented by Erica San and Sophie Naftalin of Bhatt
Murphy Solicitors who can be contacted on 020 7729 1115 or e.san@bhattmurphy.co.uk
and s.naftalin@bhattmurphy.co.uk respectively.
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